
ULSTER COUNTY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
August 25, 2017 

 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Brooke Dittmar (Town of Esopus), Margie Menard (Kingston), Kara 

Lustiber (West Hurley), John Giralco (Elting New Paltz), John Georghiou 
(Plattekill), Lois Skelly (Milton), Katie Scott-Childress (Saugerties), Jessica 
Kerr (Woodstock), Tracy Priest (Town of Ulster),  

 
TRUSTEES PRESENT: Lynne Ridgeway (Plattekill) 
 
GUESTS PRESENT:  Tom Sloan (MHLS Director) 
 
 
The meeting of the Ulster County Library Association was called to order by Margie Menard at 1:05pm 
at the Kingston Library. 
 
Minutes: Brooke Dittmar made a motion to approve the July minutes, 2nd. Approved with one 
abstention. 
 
MHLS Board Meeting: The meeting will take place at the Kingston Library on Wednesday, September 
13th at 10am. UCLA members are welcome to attend or to send information for a short presentation on 
Ulster County Libraries. 
  
Selection Committee:  
 
Statistics for HeritageQuest  

2016 –Unique Searches (Search Button Pressed) 2017 (Jan-July)  – Unique Searches  
15267 – UCLA 
190 – Ellenville 
188 – Marlboro 
 

8479 – UCLA 
38 – Ellenville 
128 – Marlboro 
2 – Plattekill 
9 – Saugerties 
129 – Esopus 
12 – Wallkill 

 
Statistics for Ancestry 

2016 - Unique Searches (Search Button Pressed) 2017 (Jan – July) – Unique Searches 
12070 – UCLA 
435 – Ellenville 

3007 – UCLA 
403 – Ellenville 
1938 – Kingston 

 
Brooke Dittmar will investigate getting cancelling BrainPOP and getting a refund. BrainPOP is no longer 
available for home users.  The company has not gotten back to Margie Menard regarding pricing for 
home use. 



 
The selection committee will work on getting statistics for Capira, Qello, and Comics Plus. 
 
Tom Sloan recommended that the committee work with Laurie Shedrick in piloting catalog app. 
 
Margie Menard made a motion to not renew Historial NYTimes and HeritageQuest, 2nd.  Approved. 
 
UC Funding Request: Hobbies & Crafts, IndieFlix, and Gale Testing were cancelled from the 2017 list. 
Brooke Dittmar distributed updated list.  
 
The draft funding request is attached to the minutes. HeritageQuestOnline/Historical NYT will be 
deleted from the list.  Brain HQ will be added. 
 
Annual Meeting: The committee will schedule the annual meeting for late September/early October. 
Committee members are considering having someone from the TMI Project speak.  This nonprofit 
group’s purpose is to teach people how to write and perform their personal stories. 
http://TMIProject.org 

Envisionware: This software is a replacement for the SAM computer scheduling software offered by 
Comprise. Laurie Shedrick from the Mid-Hudson Library system is compiling a report comparing the 
different software options.  Discussion centered on the difficulty of using county funds to offset the cost 
because not every library uses these systems. 

Advisory Committees: Please contact Margie Menard if you are interested in serving on these 
committees. 

Central Advisory Committee: One position opening 

Resource Sharing Committee: One position opening 

System Services: One position opening 

E-Magazine Collection:  Kara Lustiber will send out a survey with circulation statistics for renewal 
recommendations.  Please respond to the email if you have any suggested e-magazine purchases. 

Publicity Map: Katie Scott-Childress will send out a digital copy of the map. 

New Business: None 

Brooke Dittmar made a motion to adjourn, 2nd. Approved. 

Kara Lustiber 

Secretary 

http://tmiproject.org/
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